World Travel Awards kicks
off Arabian Travel Market

'MORE than a thousand of the Middle
East's greatest travel companies are
batling it out to be winners of the
coveted World Travel Awards.

‘The grandest night of the region's
industry year takes place at The Ad-
dress Dubail Marina, on Monday
before Arablan

‘The awards, described as the ‘0
cars’ of travel and tourism,is pledged
to help drive up standards of excel-
Jence and fnnovation in all sectors
worldwide.

Marc Dardenne, CEO of Emaar Hos-
pitality Group and Emaar Hotels & Re-
Sorts sald: “The World Travel Awards
is an international benchmark for
excellence in the travel and hospital-
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Passport to pnzes

RAVEL Agents’ Day is back a
this year's Arabian Travel ket

‘Graham Cooke, founder and presi
dent, World Travel Awards, outlined
e particularly appropriate
the prestigious event should take
place at The Address Dubal Marina
saying: “The Address Dubai Marina
is one of the most impressive meet-
ings venues in the region, setting
the bar higher than ever before. We
are bringing the 2010 World Travel
Awards to the hotel because, quite
simply, it showcases the very best the
region has o offer

Much has been said and written
about the region in the past year and,
like virtually every other area of the
world
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and get the passport stamped.

at the end of Travel Agents’ Day,
which takes place on Thursday,

has presented many challenges
But what commentators had
n was the extraordinary
determination, Sk and powerfl
marketability of the Middle Eastas an

the trend in 2010.

A total of 114 categories are on
offer and nominated companies are
now campaigning to attract votes
from agents and other industry pro-
fessionals. In addition to overall Mid-
dle Eastawards, there are awards for
Bahrain, Irag, Jordan, Kuwalt, Leba-
non, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,Syria,
UAE, Yemen, Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Fujai-
rah, Ra al-Khaimah and Sharjah.

The World Travel Awards recently
umeld the host desinatons for ks
2010

After a_rigorous selection
cndurs, Duba, AR, [HREm
South Africa, Orlando Florida, US,
Antalya, Turkey, New Delhi, India and
Rio e aneiro, Brazil,all emerged vic-

Each will stage one ofthe six World
Travel Awards regional ceremonies,

ind Tour

“I'm delighted that this resulted in

with
Finaln London, UK, in November.m



